
 
 

 

 
COVID 19 vaccines were given emergency use authorization by the FDA on December 10th.  Vaccination has been 
identified as the ONLY strategy which will successfully combat this virus on a large scale.  Federal and State experts have 
prioritized nursing home residents and health care workers as TOP PRIORITY for vaccination.  Fort Hudson is participating 
in both Federal and State vaccine distribution programs; and has partnered with CVS (Nursing Center and Home Care) and 
Walgreens (The Oaks) pharmacies to coordinate and administer the first round of vaccinations.   
 
COMMON QUESTIONS 
 
Why should Residents get vaccinated? 
Getting vaccinated against COVID-19 is one of the best ways to protect yourself and everyone around you, particularly those who are 
at increased risk for severe illness. Wearing masks and social distancing help reduce your chance of being exposed to the virus or 
spreading it to others, but these measures are not enough. Vaccine prepares your body to fight the virus if you are exposed.  Getting 
these shots will not only protect you from being infected; it will be a major step towards ending this pandemic and resuming normal 
routines faster.   
 
When will the COVID-19 vaccination be available for Residents?  
Fort Hudson is now coordinating with CVS/Omnicare Pharmacy to conduct the first round of priority vaccinations – Nursing Home 
Residents and Nursing Home Employees.  The first round of vaccination is tentatively scheduled for January 2 or 3rd, 2021 
 
Why is it important for Residents & Long-Term Care Staff to receive the vaccine first? 
The average age of residents in long term care facilities is 85 and most have underlying health conditions; some have multiple chronic 
conditions. According to CDC data, the risk of mortality in this age group is 630 times higher than individuals age 18-29 years old.  
 
Who will administer the vaccine?  
Current residents will receive their vaccines through the federal Pharmacy Partnership Program (PPP).  The PPP has a plan to bring 
the vaccine directly to our building and will be administered by CVS Pharmacy.  Vaccine will require (2) doses at 21-days apart of each 
other.   
 
Is there risk that a Resident can ‘catch COVID-19’ from the vaccination? 
No, there is no risk of getting COVID-19 from the vaccination.  This vaccination contains no actual virus.  Those receiving vaccine may 
experience reaction such as a sore arm, mild aches, or fever.  Fort Hudson’s medical team are prepared to manage these symptoms. 
These symptoms are the immune system responding to the vaccine – it is not a symptom of Covid. The Fort Hudson Medical Team 
feels strongly that the benefits of receiving vaccine (even with potential mild reaction) far outweigh the risk of catching actual COVID-
19. 
 
How was the vaccine developed so quickly? 
Scientists have been working on Coronavirus research for decades (starting with the original SARS outbreak and influenza of years 
ago).  Scientists only needed to isolate certain components of COVID-19 for development of a vaccine.  The magnitude of the 
pandemic brought many private, government and independent groups together to collaborate.  This partnership is not typical, and the 
team approach of shared resource allowed for faster development. Studies show that the efficacy of the vaccine is 95% within weeks of 
completing dose 2. 
 
Is there a charge for vaccine? 
No, there will be no cost for the vaccine. 
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/long-term-care/pharmacy-partnerships.html

