
 
 

 

 

COVID 19 vaccine (Pfizer Brand) is expected to receive emergency authorization for use by the FDA in the next few days.  
Vaccination has been identified as the ONLY strategy to successfully combat this virus on a large scale.  Federal and State 
experts have prioritized nursing home residents and health care workers as TOP PRIORITY for vaccination.  You, and 
those you care for, are the top priority.   Fort Hudson is participating in Federal and State vaccine distribution programs; 
and has partnered with CVS and Walgreens Pharmacies to coordinate and administer the first round of vaccinations.   

 

Common Questions 
 

Why should I get vaccinated? 
Receiving the COVID-19 Vaccination is one of the best ways to protect yourself and everyone around you; especially those with 
compromised immune system. Wearing masks and social distancing reduce exposure and spread of virus, but those measures are not 
enough. Vaccine prepares your body to fight the virus if you are exposed. Getting these shots will not only protect you from being 
infected; it will be a major step towards ending this pandemic and resume normal routines faster.   
 

When will the COVID-19 vaccination be available?  

Nursing Home Residents and Nursing Home Employees will be the first group to receive vaccine. We anticipate this could happen as 
soon as early January. The vaccination schedule for Fort Hudson Home and Community Programs is not yet announced, but more 
information is expected within the next few weeks.    
 

Can I ‘catch COVID-19’ from receiving the vaccination? 
No ---- this vaccine contains NO ACTUAL virus.  You may experience some reaction such as sore arm, mild ache, or fever.  This is 
your immune system responding to the vaccine and is to be expected. This is not a symptom of Covid.  As this is a new vaccine, 
studies will be conducted over the next 10-year period related to the results, response, and efficacy. 
 

How was the vaccine developed so quickly? 
Scientists have been working on Coronavirus research for decades (starting with the original SARS outbreak and influenza of years 
ago).  Scientists only needed to isolate certain components of COVID-19 for development of a vaccine.  The magnitude of the 
pandemic brought many private, government and independent groups together to collaborate.  This partnership is not typical, and the 
team approach of shared resource and information allowed for faster development. Studies show that the efficacy of the vaccine is 
95% within weeks of completing dose 2. 
 

Will I be able to work after getting the shot? 
Yes ---- you will be able to work after receiving the vaccination.    
 

Should / can I still get a flu shot? 
It is important you still receive a flu shot as each vaccine protects from a different virus.  If you have not already received your flu shot, 
we suggest you talk to your doctor about the best scheduling when receiving both.  
 

Will I have to pay for it? 
No ---- there will be no cost to you. 
 

How many shots will I need and when? 
The vaccine includes two (2) injections, several weeks apart.  CVS will be administering the initial vaccines to Fort Hudson residents 
and staff.  For those receiving DOSE 1 – that date will be made available as soon as we get confirmation from CVS. Anyone receiving 
their DOSE 1 will need to receive their second dose 21 days later.  
 

How long is the vaccine effective? 
It is unknown currently ---- because the vaccine is new.  Some vaccines protect for years, others require periodic “booster”.  The 
vaccine will continue to be studied over time and if additional boosters are needed that information will be released when it is known. 
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