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The overall star rating for nursing homes lets you compare nursing homes on 
topics you consider most important and gives you a “snapshot” of the quality 
of each nursing home. The rating, between 1 to 5 stars, combines results and 
data from 3 important sources, including: 

• Health inspections 
• Staffing 
• Quality of resident care measures 

A star rating is calculated for each of these 3 sources, along with an overall 
rating. 

How should I use the nursing home star ratings? 

Star ratings can give you important information and help you compare nursing 
homes but aren't a substitute for visiting the nursing home. Use the star 
ratings together with other sources of information, and review the Guide to 
Choosing a Nursing Home and the Nursing Home Checklist to help you think 
of questions to ask when you visit the nursing home and determine whether a 
nursing home fits you or your family members' needs. 

Is the star rating based on current information? 

No.  Data used to calculate the rating is based on historical information and 
may not represent today’s performance.  For example, quality measures 
include data that may be 2 or more years old, and inspection measures 
include data from 2019. 
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*Staffing rating does not reflect actual facility staffing due to  
data submission error  

https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/en/assets/resources/nursing-home/02174-nursing-home-other-long-term-services.pdf
https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/en/assets/resources/nursing-home/02174-nursing-home-other-long-term-services.pdf
https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/en/assets/resources/nursing-home/NursingHomeChecklist_Oct_2019.pdf

